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An immoral law makes it a man’s duty to break it, at every hazard. For
virtue is the very self of every man. It is therefore a principle of law
that an immoral contract is void, and that an immoral statute is void.
For, as laws do not make right, and are simply declaratory of a right
which already existed, it is not to presumed that they can so stultify
themselves as to command injustice (...) Here is a statute which enacts
the crime of kidnapping,—a crime on one footing with arson and

murder. A man’s right to liberty is as inalienable as his right to life.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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